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         This month we have our 2nd Young Eagles event of the year.  Please make 

plans now to help with our program to ensure its success once again. 

  Our air show season is off and running as well  When you attend these events, 

remember you can submit an article to our newsletter so all our members can 

share.  There will be lots of shows in our local area, so we hope to read your first-

hand reports. 

  Southern California weather can be mundane most years, but this year is offering 

a variety we do not see often.  Our snow-covered mountains and clear air offer us 

spectacular views of late.  Enjoy! 

  Oshkosh will be here soon.  Some of us are making plans now.  Those who have 

a plan to go may call or email me and share their ideas.  I want to get dorm rooms 

again for those that wish to group up.   

  See you all at the meeting.     Don  

  

EAAviator EAAviator   
EAA Chapter 7 ~ Long Beach, CAEAA Chapter 7 ~ Long Beach, CA   

 

Chapter Flight Advisor John Mahany participated 
in a record breaking flight in February! 

Read about it on page 3... 
 

2010 OSHKOSH  

ADVANCED PLANNING  

All those planning ahead 
for the 2010 Oshkosh 

AirVenture: 

DATES:  

July 26 ðAug 1st  

http://www.eaa7.org/
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Hangar Flyin’ by Scott Walton, Ch. 7 VP 

Our March speaker is Candy Robinson, owner/operator of the Long Beach Flying Club, which is celebrating 30 years of business in 2010.  She will discuss how the 
FBO was started and how it has survived for so long.  Candy is also on the Long Beach Airport Associations advisory board and has intimate knowledge of the Long 

Beach Airportõs current plans.  Those that know her will tell you that she has very strong opinions about airport operations in Long Beach and she is not afraid to 

share those opinions.  This should be a very interesting talk.   

 

òRemembering the CAPó For the most part, I am sure I am preaching to the choir here, but I just wanted to mention the tremendous aviation resource that exists 
for us right in our own backyard.  That is the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Squadrons based at the Joint Forces Training Center, Los Alamitos, our neighbor just east of 

the San Gabriel River.  Many Chapter 7 members, including myself are also members of Squadron 41, which is a glider training squadron.  This is definitely a low 
cost, local and friendly way to get a Sailplane rating.  There is also a Cadet Squadron, No. 153 and a Senior (search and rescue) Squadron, No. 150 based at Los 

Alamitos.   

 

Why three squadrons on the same base?  Well, the CAP has three main missions: Search and Rescue (Sq. 150), Human (mostly youth) Resources and Leadership 

Development (Sq 153) and Aerospace Education (Sq 41).  Although all three squadrons cross over to the other missions, they each tend to focus on the ones I 
listed.  If you want a way to become more involved in aviation, either in youth training, education or search and rescue, CAP is a wonderful, low cost way to do it.  

You can get a lot of very good training and experiences not available to most general aviation pilots. 

 

On a personal note, my first flight as a pilot was an òO-rideó (orientation flight) in an L-4 (Piper J-3 Cub) based out of Orange County, now John Wayne Airport in 

1976.  I still remember every detail of that flight, from holding the brakes with my spit-shined combat boots while the pilot hand propped the engine to looking 
straight down on the roof of my house from the door less open cockpit as we banked sharply to the right.  What a thrill for a 14 year-old!  I was then a Cadet at 
the Fullerton Squadron and soon switched to another Squadron at Norton AFB, now San Bernardino International Airport.  I had no idea then, that 30 years later, I 
would watch my 15 year-old Son, Nick whisk by, just 50 feet over my head as he soloed in a CAP glider at Los Alamitos.  I am sure he remembers every detail of 

that flight as well.   

 

And now my CAP past may carry to the future.  My Fatherõs career was a line supervisor for the Metropolitan Water District, which has these huge water pipes 
and aqueducts that run from the Colorado River and Sacramento down to So. Cal.  I found out that he got fired from The Edison Company because he was afraid 
of heights and would not go up the power poles.  No wonder he would never fly with me.  Water is on or under the ground, so this seemed to be a much better 

utility company for him to work for.  Imagine his concern, when they told him they had bought an airplane and wanted him to inspect the pipelines from the air.  I 
remember him doing everything he could to get out of those trips, which totally confused me.  The latest CAP newsletter stated that the Metropolitan Water 
District now wants to have CAP planes patrol their pipelines as a cost cutting measure.  I could now potentially fly the same routes as a pilot that my father flew as 

a white knuckled passenger back in the 60õs.  Wow! 

 

Check out CAP at:  www.gocivilairpatrol.com  The site has a Squadron locator in case Los Alamitos is not convenient for you. 

          Fly Safe,              Scott 

 

Chapter 7ôs next Young Eagles Rally is 

March 13, 2010  ~  8:00 am  ~  ESCAP 

Hello and Happy St Patrick's Day Chapter 7 members and Families,  

As we discussed in the last Chapter meeting in February, our Young Eagles event is scheduled for 

3/13/10. We discussed we need all the help we can get, as we have three groups which we will be stag-

gering arrival times, in an effort to accomidate these groups. The first group is a school group of inter 

city children grammer school age, with 50 children. The second group is from Long Beach, and it is an 

after school program, consisting of 20 children. The third group is Mike Aceves's group, and there are 

approximately 20 children in this group. These are all new, and never flown Young Eagles, and all meet 

the age criteria. So, as you can see, we will need all the hands we can get to run this program smoothly. 

This will certainly bring our numbers up, in an effort to assist our next Air Academy Nominee. This event 

will be exciting, and we have a lot of things planned to keep the children busy and attended to; however, 

we need help! So come on out and have some fun on 3/13.      Holly   

   

http://www.gocivilairpatrol.com


by John Mahany, 2007 Master CFI, Chapter Flight Advisor 

 Greetings Chapter 7! 

 

Well, after many years flying, this was an exciting first for me! Now I have joined the ranks of record-setting 

pilots! As I told you last month, on Saturday, February 13, I had the opportunity to be one of four pilots on a record-setting flight, in a Beech 18, 

on a route that took us from Carlsbad, CA (KCRQ), to Phoenix, AZ, (KPHX) , returning to Carlsbad for a landing. The weather cooperated, and 

it was a beautiful VFR day in the southwest! Our official time for this was 03:35:48, which translates to 3 hours, 35 minutes, 48 seconds. Our 

average speed was 169.57 mph. Not back for a Beech 18 that was built in back in1942é 

 

Apparently, the way this works with the National Aeronautics Associa-

tion, which is the official sanctioning body for record-setting flights, no 

one else has flown this particular route, in the same category and weight 

class of airplane, so the record was ours for the taking! It was really that 

simple. No one had previously set a record flying between these two 

cities in an 8,500 pound piston-engine propeller-driven airplane. The time 

it took us to fly out and back was officially noted by air traffic controllers, 

at both ends of the route. This served as the official start, mid-point, and 

finish times. We now hold the record, until someone decides they want 

to beat the record. That is part of the spirit of a flight like this. 

 

It was really a lot of fun, and Jeff, whose idea this was, worked as an air 

traffic controller for 25 years, most recently at SOCAL TRACON. He 

has set 5 records so far, in different aircraft. He did all of the planning, 

coordination, got all of the necessary approvals, and contacted control-

lers at the various ATC facilities that we would be in contact with. Thus 

they were aware of what we were attempting to do. All of the controllers were happy to help with this, and all were working with us, along with 

the other traffic they were working on that Saturday morning. 

 

It was really not much additional workload for themésince we were simply getting VFR ôflight followingõ, and were not on a flight plan, and were 

out of the way of other VFR traffic. We departed KCRQ on runway 6 and climbed, eastbound, to an altitude of 7,500õ and then, about 2 hours 

later, after crossing the Phoenix VOR and getting an official ôtime-hackõ from the Phoenix TRACON, we turned around and climbed 1000õ, to 

head back westbound at 8,500õ. When we did return to Carlsbad, we requested, and the tower approved, a straight-in, ôlow approachõéto offi-

cially note our return time! So, we made a low approach, at 500õ over the runway, in front of the tower, where controllers noted the time, and 

then we pulled up in a climbing left turn to enter the traffic pattern to land on runway 24. 

 

All of the Restricted Areas and MOAõs in southern Arizona were cold, or not active on our eastbound leg, on a quiet Saturday morning. Later, on 

our westbound leg, Los Angeles Center (ZLA) advised us that a Restricted Area was going to go active, or ôhotõ in about 10 minutes. However, 

when we advised the controller of what we were doing, they reconsidered and relented, and asked us for our best forward speed, and delayed 

activating the Restricted Area until we were through it. Thank you, LA Center. Jeff told us that it is not unusual for something like that to happen. 

That was the only glitch! 

 

It was fun to finally get a chance to fly the venerable Twin Beech, which is an airplane I have long wanted to fly. I got to fly it at cruise, for just 

over an hour, as we swapped seats a couple of times so that each of us got a chance to fly! And it was fun! It was great looking out the cockpit 

windows at those big ôroundõ engines! I could not help but wonder what it must have been like to fly one of these back then. 

 

It is a classic airplane, a war-bird, from a by-gone era, when tail-wheels and radial engines, with their distinctive rumble, were the norm. It was 

easy to fly, and the panel was a combination of newer ôflip-flopõ style radios, with an older Apollo GPS, along with older, traditional ôsteam gaugeõ 

flight and engine instruments. Lots of levers and knobs on the lower center pedestal, for those big Pratt R985 Radial engines! A ôreal airplaneõ, 

some might say! Quite a difference from what we have now, with everything becoming more automated! 

 

Now Jeff has me thinking about possibly pursuing a record of my own, in the Cessna 180 that I am a partner in. That would be fun! Stay tunedé 

     Fly Safely,      John 
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QUIZ YOURSELF! 
By Alex Culp 

 The Chapter 7 study group was deemed a success! With 13 people in attendance, it was decided to 
be continued as a monthly discussion group for the further exploration of aviation training. The group is 
keeping the date set for the third Friday of the month from 4-6 p.m. The group came up with topic ideas for 
the coming months. Each meeting will have a specific topic in mind. 

  The first half hour is open to bring up questions on any topic, eat pizza, and share ideas, with the 
main discussion following thereafter. The study group is not a ground school for new pilots, but encourages 
ŜŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŜƭŦ-study outside the meeting, using the meeting itself to bring up questions and further 
discussion of topics. Every level of pilot can gain something from this group, as proven by the last meeting. 
Every chapter member is welcome to come! For more details contact Alex Culp at aculp@datahunter.com or 
714-308-0270. 

  Next Meeting: Friday, March 19th on Charts & Navigation. Discussion on charts, and the use of flight 
computers (i.e., E6-B, CR-сΣ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎύΣ ŀƴŘ ±hwΩǎ όǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘƛƴƎύΦ 

 Questions: 

 1.) Pilots flying over a national wildlife refuge are requested to fly no lower than: 

 a) 1,000 ft AGL b) 2,000 ft AGL c) 3,000 ft AGL 

  

  

 2.) When the course deviation indicator (CDI) needle is centered during an omnireceiver check using a 
VOR test signal (VOT), the omnibearing selector (OBS) and the TO/FROM indicator should read: 

  

ŀύ мулх CwhaΣ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƛƭƻǘ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±h¢Φ 

ōύ лх ¢h ƻǊ мулх CwhaΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±h¢Φ 

Ŏύ лх Cwha ƻǊ мулх ¢hΣ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ±h¢Φ 

  

 3.) Flight Computer Accuracy. Directions: Fill in the missing values. 

   Time           Speed        Distance 

a)         ______        145kts         128nm 

b)            1:17          150kts        ______ 

c)            1:18           _____         194nm 

  

Answers:     1.)  B 2.)  C 3.) a) :53,  b) 191nm,  c)163kts 

 Links: 

 Exams for Pilots features free practice tests for all levels, pulling questions from the FAA test question pool. 

http://www.exams4pilots.org/  

Sky Vector provides charts for both VFR and IFR uses.  http://skyvector.com/ 

mailto:aculp@datahunter.com
http://www.exams4pilots.org/
http://skyvector.com/
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 For complete So. Cal Air Show and aviation events click here    

March 13         El Centro NAF 

March 26-29    Riverside Air Show 

May 1-2           March AFB Air Show 

Aug 27-29       Thunder Over the Valley, Santa Maria CA 

July 26-Aug 1  EAA AirVenture, Oshkosh WI 

    Monthly Events in So. Calif. 

Palm Springs Air Museum, Palm Springs CA    Every Sat PM, museum aircraft flown regularly  

Chino Planes Of Fame Open House,  Chino CA    1st Saturday, 3rd Sunday, west of Cal Aero Dr.  

Agua Dulce Airpark,  Agua Dulce CA              1st Saturday, and 3rd Sunday 

Santa Paula Open House, Santa Paula CA    1st Sunday Aviation Museum of Santa Paula 

Apple Valley Open House,  Apple Valley CA   2nd Sunday, Antique/classic static 

Brown Field Fly-In  San Diego CA                   2nd Sunday San Diego Flight Museum 

Whiteman AP Open House   San Fernando CA   2nd Sunday Whiteman Airport Association 

Corona Airport,  Corona CA                              2nd Sunday Antique Aircraft Display/Fly-In 

Fullerton Airport Fly-In    Fullerton CA              2nd Sunday 

Brackett AP Open House, LaVerne CA            3rd Sunday 

Zamperini AP Open House, Torrance CA         4th Sunday 

Are you planning on attending the 
2010 Airventure at Oshkosh? 

 
If so, please send Don Thompson an 
email with your potential plans for that 

week. 
 

Beginning next month, we will be publishing the names in our  
newsletter of the Chapter Members who will be attending. This may help 

our other members plan their trip as well. 
 

Don Thompson’s Email Address -  DSDT2@cs.com 

http://mysite.verizon.net/lbalders/
http://palmspringsairmuseum.com/
http://www.planesoffame.org/
http://www.amszp.org/
http://sandiegoflightmuseum.org/
http://www.whpsafety.org/display.html
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Secretary Notes by Merv Meyer, Chapter 7 Secretary  

BOARD MEETING 2/11/10 

Present were Don Thompson, Chapter 7 President, Scott Walton, Vice President, George McDaniel, Treasurer, Merv Meyer, Secretary, Holly Richards, 

Young Eagles Coordinator, Brian Ringel, Newsletter Editor and Tom Griffith, Membership Coordinator. 

Brian Ringel asked Don Thompson for his e-mail list. 

Don informed the Board that the new, 2010, insurance policy is in effect. 

Torrance Airport, Hawthorne Airport and Los Alamitos Reserve Training Base are being considered as alternate airports for a visit by the EAA B17. Don 

said that the most likely would be Torrance Airport, cooperating with Chapter 96. 

Don will work with George McDaniel to audit chapter money and determine where dues money is being spent. Holly Richards said that the chapterõs 

Young Eagles program is now self-sustaining. Don said that there are two more pilots available for Young Eagles flights. Don raised the possibility of Young 

Eagles events with large school groups, possibly as high as 120.  Holly said that larger groups would not alter the insurance requirements now in effect. 

Holly needs to know the sizes and quantity of the remaining Young Eagles T-shirts. Scott Walton will check the inventory and make a report. 

 

MEMBERS MEETING 2/11/10 

Attendance: 46 

Don Thompson, Chapter President, led members in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

OLD BUSINESS 

George McDaniel, Chapter Treasurer, gave his report.   John Mahany moved that the report be accepted by the members.  Arnold Frerking seconded the 

motion. The motion carried. 

DVDõs, videotapes and manuals are available for check-out at a table near the officersõ table. Tom Griffith has contributed three videos to the Chapter 7 

library. These DVDõs are: òOshkosh, Spirit of Aviationó; an FAA disc on runway safety; òAir Venture 2009ó. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Guests were introduced: 

MAX SPITZNAGEL 

MICHELLE MOORE 

CASEY CHUNG 

JANE BIRCH program presenter 

BIRDIE HEATLEY and 

ELEANOR WILLIAMSON former flight students of Gardner Birch, Jane Birchõs father. 

DICK DOUBLE flight instructor and former student of Gardner Birch 

Don Thompson asked the guests to sign in at the officersõ table and give their e-mail addresses, to receive a copy of the chapter newsletter. 

Don informed the members that Tom Griffith flew his 1,000th Young Eagle on January 13. 

Brian Ringel, newsletter editor, said that the Post Office had rejected 9 newsletters he had .sent out. He asked members to inform him of address 

changes. 

John Mahany was present at the recent banquet at the Jonathan Club in downtown Los Angeles where Bob Hoover was inducted in recognition of his 

accomplished in aviation. John saw many people famous in aviation, including Neill Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin. 

Don reminded members that they now will be required to carry a plastic pilotõs license. 

Mike Sawicki told members that a new flying club has been started at Flabob Airport, near Riverside.  The club owns a Cessna 150, a TechCam and an 

Aeronca. Because of his health, Mike will no longer be able to continue as a pilot.  He has a Lancair  powered by an O235 engine. He is also selling a work 

table. 

Dennis Lord also attended the induction of Bob Hoover.  He met Dick Rutan and an XB70 pilot. He told members that there are now four openings in 

the Smoke Eagles Flying Club, located at Fullerton Airport.  The club is limited to 30 members.  Buy-in to fly the airplanes owned by the club is $3,200.  

The club owns a Cessna 172 and 182.  The AOPA is coming to Long Beach for their annual convention on November11.  The AOPA will be doing a site 

survey at Long Beach Airport next month. Dennis is proposing an aviation rally on the weekend of November 13 and 14 in cooperation with the AOPA.  

A number of kids would be flown out of the AirFlite ramp, but it would not be called a Young Eagles event. There would be an aerobatic display by the 

Patriots Flight, a civilian team.  The FAA has already approved the parameters of the flight exhibition. 

Steve Lissman has completed his scratch-built òCootó amphibian project. First flight was out of Hemet Airport.  He is re-designing the engine cowling to 

improve the cooling of the pusher engine. 
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PROGRAM 

Jane Birch has published a book titled, òThey Flew Proudó. It is mostly about the civilian pilot training program authorized by the Civil Aeronautics Ad-

ministration in 1938.  Her book covers the program at Grove City Airport in western Pennsylvania. In 2007 she received a grant from the National  Avia-

tion Hall of Fame located in Dayton, Ohio. This organization funds aviation books which emphasizes people instead of aircraft. 

In 1938 there were 5,000 military pilots in the United States.  The Army Air Corps and the Navy trained 1,000 pilots per year.  The Japanese military was 

training 65,000 pilots per year and the Italian military was training 100,000 pilots per year.  With the probability of war involving the USA, the training 

situation was considered dangerously inadequate and the Civilian Pilot Training Program was created.`` 

The CPTP was affiliated with colleges, starting in the spring of 1939 at 13 colleges. A cadet who enrolled in the program learned to fly for  the expense of 

college tuition. Before December 7, 1941 there was no military obligation. Eventually 1,100 colleges participated in the program and 20,000 cadets per 

year learned how to fly.  An airplane was assigned for every 10 cadets.  Four out of five cadets learned to fly in a Piper J3. 

Jane Birchõs father, Gardner Birch, was in charge of the 8th. Detachment of CPTP program which was based at Grove City College. There was no airport 

to serve  the program at first.  Local entrepreneurs  built an airstrip, leased it and eventually bought the airport from Grove City College. 

There were five instructors, including Gardner Birch.  Other instructors were added to serve Slippery Rock State Teachers College, which had a larger 

contingent than Grove City College. Jane showed a one page outline of the program which was given to cadets, showing maneuvers and cross country 

requirements which the cadets were to learn before graduation. 

There was 1:10 ratio of women to men in the program.  After the war began women were no longer permitted in CPTP. 

The airport was under military control until Detachment 8 was terminated in April of 1944.  486 cadets had received flight training. In May of 1944 the 

new civilian owner of Grove City Airport asked Gardner Birch to stay on as airport manager.  Flight training resumed to bring in income after the military 

contract expired.  A large board was put on display in the lobby of the airport terminal. The board was composed eventually of 127 wooden strips, each 

strip having the name of a student who had soloed.  15 women have their names on this board. Gardner Birch left the airport in 1948. In later years the 

building where the board was located was demolished.  The local EAA chapter rescued the board and it is in the possession of Jane Birch. 

Three of Gardner Birchõs students were present at the meeting. 

Birdie Heatley besides being a student of Gardner Birch was also his secretary, keeping  student, airplane and engine records. She did get her private pilot 

license. 

Eleanor Williamson soloed after 35 hours.  She married and came to California in 1947. 

Two of Gardner Birchõs students became flight instructors. Dick Double, present at the meeting, has been an instructor for decades, mostly in California.  

He has 5,000 hours in a Cessna 182 as an instructor. Dennis Lord learned to fly  as a student of Double.  He credits Doubleõs training with getting him 

out of dangerous situations while flying. 
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2010 Officers  
 

President - Don Thompson                                    
(562) 500-0173    

DSDT2@cs.com 
 

Vice President - Scott Walton                                 
(562) 989-1523                                            
Tubawalton@aol.com 
 

Treasurer - George McDaniel 
(949) 951-0957 
gcmcd@aol.com 
 

Secretary - Merv Meyer 

(562) 423-2289 

memjam@worldnet.att.net 
 

Young Eagles Coordinator - Holly Richards 

(714) 521-6117 

holly0608@hotmail.com 
 

Membership Coordinator, Tom Griffith 

(562) 434-1861 

lu_tom@verizon.net 
 

Newsletter Editor - Brian Ringel 

(562) 896-4422 

bringel@earthlink.net 

E.A.A. Chapter 7 meetings:   
2nd Thursday of each month 

Board Meeting    6:30 pm 

General Meeting 7:30 pm 

Location:  AirFlite (west side of LGB, south of Wardlow Rd.) 

                3250 AirFlite Way   

                Long Beach, CA  90807 

                (800) 241-3548 

     Website:   www.eaa7.org 

EAA Chapter 7 Non-Profit Declaration and Legal Disclaimer 

EAA Chapter Seven exists as a non-profit organization whose sole purpose is 
to promote the interests of its members. EAA Chapter Officers, Directors and 
Leaders serve without compensation and have sworn to carry out the will of the 
membership by means of  Democratic processes and rules of order set forth in 
the Chapterôs by-laws. No claim is made and no liability is assumed, expressed 
or implied as to the accuracy or safety of material presented in this publication. 
Viewpoints of those who contribute to this newsletter are not necessarily those 
of EAA Chapter 7, the EAA, or their board members. You must be of good 
character, adhere to the chapterôs by-laws, and respect the chapterôs Mission 
and Value Statement to become a member of the chapter. Dues are $12.00 per 
year payable to Chapter Treasurer. Chapter dues are payable at the first meet-
ing of the calendar year. New members joining after the first month are pro-
rated at $1.00 per month through December of the calendar year. Member cor-
respondence and newsletter contributions are encouraged to be submitted by 
mail to the address appearing on page 10 or e-mail the newsletter editor.  The 
deadline for submissions is the last Wednesday of each month.   

http://www.eaa7org
http://www.eaa7org

